
 
 

8 July 2020 

 

The Hon. Michael Sukkar 
Minister for Housing and Assistant Treasurer 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 

Dear Mr Sukkar,  

 

MEETING REQUEST: HOMEBUILDER GRANT FOR STRATA TITLED SCHEMES 

 

I am writing to request a meeting to recommend that the guidelines for the HomeBuilder scheme 

grants be revised to include eligibility for strata title schemes (Owners Corporations, Bodies 

Corporate etc.). 

Extending this eligibility will significantly increase uptake of the HomeBuilder scheme and provide a 

boost to the building and construction industry across Australia. 

Strata titled properties in Australia such as apartment blocks and townhouses are critical to the 

construction industry, making up nearly 50 per cent of dwelling unit construction commencements 

in 2018. 

Strata titled properties are valued at more than $1.1 trillion and require maintenance works and 

capital improvements on an annual basis. 

Maintenance and capital improvements on strata titled properties contribute millions of dollars to 

the construction and trades industry, with $5.7 billion spent on callouts to tradespeople including 

plumbers and electricians in 2018 alone. 

Many strata titled properties have long-term maintenance plans with projects scoped and 

earmarked for the future. The availability of the $25,000 grant to projects between $175,000 and 

$750,000 would incentivise strata schemes to bring the building, repair and construction projects 

forward. 

There are more than 300,000 strata schemes registered in Australia that have experience engaging 

building and construction contractors and will be able to get projects under way very quickly.  

Maintenance and capital works projects included in long-term maintenance plans include: 

• Painting 

• Repairing and upgrading fences, driveways, balconies and common areas 

• Landscaping 

• Plumbing 

• Electrical upgrades including installing solar panels 

• Improving accessibility including ramps, stairs and lifts 

• Improving energy efficiency 



 
 

 

 

The industry welcomed the changes made in late June to the HomeBuilder scheme to relax the fixed 

three-month timeframe, align with First Home Owner Grants and include off-the-plan apartment 

purchases and we urge you to consider these further changes to improve access and uptake of the 

scheme. 

Strata Community Association recommends: 

• Changing the current eligibility requirements to receive the $25,000 HomeBuilder grant to 
include strata title schemes. 

• Include a criterion that the works carried out must benefit all members of the strata titled 
scheme. 

 

I look forward to meeting with yourself and your office. I am available to meet by teleconference, 

please advise a suitable time by email to alisha.fisher@strata.community or by contacting me on 02 

9492 8252. 

 

 
Alisha Fisher 

Chief Executive Officer Australasia 

Strata Community Association 
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